
Amesbury
Traffic and Transportation Committee

Meeting Minutes

Date: July 29, 2021
Start: 7:00 PM Virtual Meeting
Attendees: Christopher Falcos, Robert Desmarais, Owen Corcoran, Christine Miller, Matt

Einson, Lauren Tirone. James Nolan was absent.

 Minutes from the previous meeting were approved (Chris motion to approve, Rob 2nd,
Roll call to approve: Chris-yes, Rob-yes, Owen-yes, Christine-yes, Lauren-yes, Matt-
yes).

Old Business
 Changes to short-term parking downtown, outdoor seating and 15 minute parking spaces

by Angela Cleveland.
 Angela was not in attendance. Lauren stated that she had spoken to Angela and

she had mentioned that she would send me something but I did not hear back
from her; however she stated that Rob would be able to speak to any updates.
Rob stated that they moved the jersey barriers that were in front of the Fortune
Bar across the street in front of the Holiday Wine Shop, located at 15 Friend
Street and Silvaticus wants their area reduced. Matt said that given it is a
reduction and not an expansion then it would not require our approval, to which
Rob agreed. Matt asked that it be kept on the agenda for next meeting.

 Request for a 4-Way Stop at the intersection of Pond Street and High Street by Gage
Foley.

 Matt asked Rob if there were any updates on this item. Rob stated they are going
to do this project out of our budget. The budget passed in July so a traffic study
will be done in the next month or two and it will move forward from there. Rob
stated he could provide an update on the progress at the next meeting. Lauren
mentioned that we did speak about a traffic study last meeting but does not
remember voting on it. Rob made a motion to conduct a traffic study at the
intersection of Pond and High Street, Lauren 2nd. There were no other questions.
Roll call vote: Owen-yes, Christine-yes, Rob-yes, Chris-yes, Lauren-yes, Matt-
yes. The item will be continued to the next meeting.

 Abutter notices by Rob Desmarais.
 Rob stated that all notices including old business and new business were given a

Swift 911 call. Rob said that the only thing he would like to see in the future is

andersene
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that he is only going to notify for new business only. He only included old
business this time because they didn’t get that notice prior. So again going
forward it will only be new business. Matt wanted to know if there was any way
for us to know if it gets bounced back or if it was the wrong number, etc. Rob
stated yes, it gives us a full report on the number of calls, if it was picked up by an
answering machine, denied, nothing happened, etc. Rob stated he would print out
the report for the record in the future. This item will kept on the agenda for the
next meeting.

 Speeding concerns on Fern Ave by Cider Hill Farm by Beth Scaparotti.
 Beth was in attendance. Beth stated she was looking for cars to slow down and

that Lauren had down and traffic study back in the fall which did not find much in
the way of speeding. She also let me know that you had approved the lowering of
the speed limit to 25 MPH, so I was also looking for maybe a few more Caution
Children signs. Currently there is only one and it is at Stacey Lane, however now
there are more children between Cider Hill and the other direction. So maybe the
one at Stacey Lane can be moved closer to Cider Hill and maybe put one coming
in from the other direction. The only other thing is to make sure that the speed
limit signs at both ends can be seen because the one near Congress Street is in bad
shape. Matt then asked when signs would be going up. Rob said that the Mayor’s
Office is doing a big PR push for August and it looks like the target date for
implementation is sometime in September. Signs are on their way as are other
materials. There will be big information signs at approximately 18 entrances into
the City saying that everything is 25 mph unless otherwise marked. At the
moment they have ordered 100 25 mph speed limit signs; however it is predicted
many more will be needed because everyone is going to want one. As a
committee member with all the speeding complaints that we have and with recent
requests for speed bumps and such, he requests that we wait and see if the new
speed limits and signs takes care of these problems. As far as the caution children
signs I don’t see the issue with that and that can be done no problem. Rob made a
motion to have a couple more warning children signs put up with one just before
the curve prior to Stacey Lane if coming from Congress Street and to move the
one at Stacey Lane closer to Cider Hill. Lauren 2nd the motion. Roll call vote:
Owen-yes, Christine-yes, Rob-yes, Chris-yes, Lauren-yes, Matt-yes. Motion
passed.

 Traffic and speeding concerns on Estes Street by Dale Gould, Steven Schissel, Yi Tu,
Joseph Meekins, and David Maria.

 Lauren said she emailed all the parties with the exception of Steven Schissel
because his email seems to be incorrect. According to Lauren she has not heard
back from anyone. Chris Akelian from 9 Estes Street was in attendance because
he received the Swift 911 call, however none of his neighbors has approached him
regarding the issue that is on the agenda. Chris said he was just curious as to what
this was about. According to Chris there is occasionally some speeding on the
street but it does not happen too often in his opinion. Chris has a suspicion that
this is related to a subdivision project that is making its way through the Planning
Board and any possible future traffic concerns although the project hasn’t even
been approved. Chris was just looking for more information, but he did not have
any concerns at that time. Matt asked how long the item had been on the agenda



and was told at least 3 or 4 months, and no one has come to the meeting. Matt
asked for a motion to remove the item from the agenda. Chris made the motion,
Lauren 2nd. No further discussion. Roll call vote: Owen-yes, Christine-yes, Rob-
yes, Chris-yes, Lauren-yes, Matt-yes. Motion passed.

 Request for speed bumps on Lake Attitash Way by Crystal Reed.
 Crystal Reed was in attendance. Crystal stated she was at the meeting last month

and cars just go to fast and it’s a very narrow road and we have a 20 mph speed
limit sign already at one end of the road. Most of the time the road is not wide
enough to fit two cars down the road, especially in the winter time and it’s a
walking street. They use the street as a cut-through and MapQuest actually sends
you down this road which is odd. Matt asked if another member of the committee
who could comment on what was spoken about last month on this item. Chris
agreed that Google had recommended that people go down this way which was
odd. Chris did recommend that speed humps for that street. Lauren commented
to Rob that the current 20 mph speed limit signs were put up a long time ago and
were not approved so they are not enforceable so will the 25 mph signs replace
the 20 mph signs. Rob stated yes they would. Matt stated he recalled we did
have a discussion regarding speed humps last meeting and asked Rob if that is
something we could do and where. Rob said one in the area Lake Attitash Way
above Beech Lane and another one. Matt asked Chris if we put speed humps in
would that be enough for Google Maps and Waze to say that may not be an
optimal route for people. Chris said that Google maps won’t change it but if
speed bumps are put it and it slows down traffic it may be enough to change the
algorithm to say that Lake Attitash Way would not be the best route to go down.
Matt asked Rob if we were to put down speed humps could that be done this
budget cycle, to which Rob stated yes. Rob mentioned that given that this is a cut
through we may want to consider putting speed humps on Spindle Tree Lane as
well and they had requested that a number of years ago. Lauren stated that Rob
had mentioned doing that as well during the last meeting. Rob stated that the only
issue is that we have to notify the residents on Spindle Tree. Rob stated he will
notify all affected residents regarding the speed humps for the next meeting.
Lauren stated she would add the speed bumps on Spindle Tree to the agenda
under this item for the next meeting.

 Request for “Reduce Speed” signage on Old Merrill Street by Dennis Saraiva.
 Lauren stated that Dennis was not able to make it to the meeting, however wanted

to know if we had any updates. Lauren asked Rob if the 25 mph signs will apply
to the road given that it is a state road. Chris said it is a state road the state should
technically be putting signs up but if they don’t think a sign is necessary we can
apply for a permit to put the sign up. Chris said that he will send an email to see.
Rob asked Chris is there was any update on the paving in that he had put in a
request to have it paved. Chris said he had not heard anything about the paving.
Chris also said that he could request that the state come and speed zone the road
and put up regulation signs which may help us. Rob said they are looking to
replace the water line there and trying to get the state to pave the road. Rob
realizes that Dennis has been waiting a little while for this to get done but he
predicts that the stated might have to wait through another budget cycle to get this
paved. Rob would like that information to be listed in the minutes for Dennis for



an update. Lauren asked Chris for clarification since it is a state road she thought
the law that was passed did not apply to state roads so if we put a sign there how
would it apply. Chris said that even though it is state owned it is a thickly settled
local road so new Chpt 90 Sec 17c changed the current Sec 17 to allow any local
road to be considered 25 mph if the City approves it. So if we ask MassDOT to
speed zone the road, which they would do the speed study themselves, we
wouldn’t have to pay for it, and determine what the actual speed limit should be,
and that way at least help to inform people on how fast they should be going. Rob
asked Chris if it wouldn’t just be easier to let the City do the signage there. Chris
said it would be better if we could just get the permits to put the signs in.

 Matt asked for a motion to continue the matter until the next meeting when we
will hopefully have an update. Rob stated that he and Chris would be in contact
with the State regarding the signs and to get an update on the paving. Lauren
asked Rob if he wanted her to get in touch with Dennis to update him as to what
was discussed however Rob stated he would email him with an update. The item
will be continued until the next meeting.

New Business
 Request for Crosswalk from Hatter’s Point Marina Parking Lot to the sidewalk in front of

Hatter’s Point by Paula McPartland.
 Lauren stated that Paula had emailed her to request that the item be continued

until next month because she could not make the meeting tonight. Rob stated that
the believed we are putting in crosswalks where she wants as part of the Complete
Streets Program, which is underway right now. Rob said she has not talked to
him before submitting her request. Rob pulled up the plans and said there is a
crosswalk at Swett’s Hill and a crosswalk right at the marina, but she wants one at
the driveway entrance to the marina is that correct? I believe so but that is why it
would have been clearer if she were here. Rob said that we are putting one at the
intersection of Beacon/ Pleasant Valley and Merrimac and one at Swett’s Hill and
another one at the intersection of Main Street. Matt recommended the item be
continued until next meeting and maybe what is being done is satisfactory to her.

 Request for Speed Bumps on Thompson Street by Barbara Pouliot.
 Barbara was not in attendance and this item would be continued until the next

meeting.

 Request to fix Stop Signs, install Blind Driveway (on Fern Avenue) and install traffic
light at Fern Avenue and Market Street by Joanne Sullivan and Sheila Beach.

 Joanne Sullivan was in attendance. Sheila could not make the meeting. Joanne
said there were three things that she wanted to bring up with the first thing being
the volume of traffic on Market and Fern, the second is the speed of the vehicles
taking the corner or crossing and lastly the existing signage on Fern and Market.
The stop signs if you go down Fern Avenue, Joanne is at 31 Fern Avenue on the
corner of Fern and Market, and Sheila is at 31.5 Fern, we have a red sign that
doesn’t have “stop” on it and the stop sign is way over to the right. Joanne
wanted to know if the stop sign could be moved back to the end of Fern Avenue,
but she did not know if there was an issue of where it could be placed. On the
other side of Fern Avenue if you take a left onto Market Street there is a pumping
station that had weeds and shrubbery there, but there is a visibility issue for
people taking a right hand turn onto Fern Avenue or a left hand turn onto Market



Street. People seem to come whipping around the corner onto Fern from Market
and if you are coming out of the driveway at 31 or 31.5 Fern it can be dangerous.
Joanne stated there are a lot of pedestrians and Cider Hill is a lot busier and there
are no sidewalks. Joanne mentioned possible a blinking yellow light. Joanne
believes that Sheila had spoken to Sgt. Tirone regarding the number of accidents
at the intersection. Lauren stated that the last accident there was because someone
did not stop at the stop sign and in the past five years there have been 11 accidents
with 4 being this year. As for the last accident and not stopping at the stop sign I
don’t know whether it was because they did not see it, they were not paying
attention, etc. Joanne mentioned again about the placement of the stop sign and it
is hard to see.

 Matt asked Rob about the pump station about who was responsible for trimming it
back and is that vegetation there to help hid it. Rob said yes and the DPW is
responsible for trimming it. Rob said they would trim that back if she thought it
would help. Joanne said yes. Rob said for the stuff in front of Joanne’s house he
could cut it back with a roadside mower and if she was willing to mow that strip
as part of her frontage maintenance Rob is willing to send a crew out there and
make it a little nicer. Matt asked about the stop sign and it looks to be leaning and
faded according to Google maps. Rob said that the intersection is a wide
intersection and that is why the caution stop sign ahead sign was put up before the
intersection. Rob asked Joanne if the sign was and old sign or was it new,
because they were supposed to have replaced them a few years ago. Joanne said
it was old. Rob said he would replace it but as far as position we can’t really
move it over into the road but we may be able to write “stop” in the street. Rob
said he would give that some thought. Rob does not think the committee needs to
approve a location of the stop sign so he will do his best on that and also take care
of the vegetation. Rob thought that was a lot of accidents. Chris said he was
thinking about an overhead flashing beacon but those are extremely expensive
but what could be cheaper would to put two pedestal flashing beacons, one on the
southeast side facing west and the other one on the northwest side facing east
giving a flashing yellow for Market Street and a flashing red for Fern. That
would be a long term fix and not a cheap thing to do. Matt asked about a
dangerous intersection sign on Market Street north of Fern Avenue. Chris
advised against it but did recommend an intersection warning sign (yellow sign
with intersection symbol on it). Joanne inquired to Market Street being a state
road and if they had any partnership in maintaining the roadway. Rob said that
the road is a state numbered road that is owned by the City. Rob said they have
asked for stated grants to help maintain it but have been unsuccessful. Rob asked
Chris if we put a stop sign across the street from the intersection would that be
something that would be something that could be done, but Rob was fearful that
motorists would think the Stop was actually across the street. Lauren asked about
the flashing stop signs, but Chris said they try to stay away from those because of
those with epilepsy. Chris recommended another stop sign on the left hand side
of the road as well. Matt again mentioned painting Stop on the roadway. Rob
said they have a new thermoplastic paint now that they can use. Rob would like
to come back to it next month. This will be kept on the agenda for the next
meeting.



 No Parking Signs on High Street in the area of Lake Gardner Beach by Rob Desmarais.
 According to Rob because of the reduction on the parking lot size and the demand

at Lake Gardner and the problems we had last year with people coming and
parking on High Street and side streets, we want to do No Parking 10am to 6pm
and I mistakenly instructed my crew to put them on High Street where there was
already no parking on High Street, so those new signs with 10am to 6pm will be
removed and the old No Parking signs will be put back. But those new signs will
be placed up on Woodlawn, Orchard, Cameron Way, Winter Street and Garfield.
Rob said they would be done next week. Rob made the motion to add No Parking
Zones from 10am-6pm on Woodlawn, Orchard, Cameron Way, Winter Street and
Garfield. Lauren 2nd. No further discussion. Roll call: Owen-yes, Christine-yes,
Chris-yes, Rob-yes, Lauren-yes, Matt-yes.

 Placement of 20 MPH Sign or 20 MPH Curve Advisory Speed Sign on South Martin
Road near Beacon Street by Acting Chief Bailey.

 Lauren would be speaking on behalf of Acting Chief Bailey. Lauren said she did
a speed study on South Martin Road and the average speed was 26.1 mph. Acting
Chief Bailey thinks the curve is sharp and would have wanted a 20 mph sign
however the City cannot drop the speed limit below 25 and so putting up a 20
mph sign would not be enforceable. So I spoke to Chris and there is a speed
advisory sign that can be put up without a needed approval from the state. Lauren
asked Chris if the sign can be ordered showing 20 and he said yes. Acting Chief
Bailey said if we catch speeders we can write people for a different statute which
is that one is going a speed that is unreasonable as to going over the posted speed
limit. Rob said we are doing a lot of construction there and a lot of traffic has
been re-routed there and if this doesn’t work then we may have to do something
else there. Lauren stated when she did the study there were 1038 vehicles that
passed through in a 7-day period and the highest speed was 52 mph. Rob asked
were we had the counter near pole #23 in the straight away. Lauren asked Rob
what else you would think of doing. Rob considered speed bumps but would not
know for about a year when they finish construction. Lauren made the motion to
put the 20 MPH speed advisory sign on either side of the curve on South Martin
Road, 2nd by Rob. Roll call vote: Owen-yes, Christine-yes, Chris-yes, Rob-yes,
Lauren-yes, Matt-yes.

Next meeting scheduled for August 30 at 7:00 pm.

Motion to adjourn by Lauren, 2nd by Chris. Roll call vote: Owen-yes, Christine-yes, Chris-yes,
Rob-yes, Lauren-yes, Matt-yes.

Meeting adjourned at 8:13 p.m.


